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The following little tract having 
accidentally fallen into the hands of 
the Editor, he judges that it may be 
attended with beneficial consequences 
to make it more generally known. 

The event which had long been an- 
ticipated by the venerable Author has 
at last taken place. Full of days, and 
full of honour, that excellent person 
has finished his earthly course ; and 
hath, without doubt, received the wel- 
come testimony, which was the aim 
of all his hopes, and all his wishes, 



IT 



while upon earth,— -Well dome, good and 
faithful servant ^ thou hast bee* faithful 
over a little. Reader, the admonition 
which his example hath left behind 
him is this, — Go thou and do likewise. 
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Edinburgh, December 24. 1816. 
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My young Fjuend, 



b Minister of your Parish has, I have 
good ■ .confidence, fully explained to you 
the. Nature of that Rite which has now 
bien performed; and you, on, your part, 
hsr$;: considered, I hope, as seriously as 
yrmr age and ability will permit, its import* 
ance- with respect to yourself. By the care 
of your Parents, you were baptised in your 
Infancy; and were thereby made a Member 
of the Church of Christ, at an age when 
you were incapable of giving your consent 
thereto. By a continuance of the same care, 
you have been instructed in the Principles 
of that Religion into which you. were ini- 
tiatedlby JJaptbm $ and y^ Jteve this day 



signified that consent, which at your bap- 
tism you could not give. You have signi- 
fied your belief of the truth of the Christian 
Religion, arid bouhd yourself to Jive accord- 
ing to its precepts. You would, indeed, 
have been bound to obey the precepts of 
the Christian Religion, as far as they had 
eome to your knowledge, though you had 
not been brought to the Bishop to be con- 
firmed by h*m. Confirmation does not Wf 
*pon you any new burden. You were»no^ 
before confirmation, at liberty to commit 
any action which you knew to be sinfiil ; 
and you are not now, after confirmation, re* 
strained from any action which you know 
to be innocent. Out of a sincere desire to 
promote your everlasting welfare, I have 
thought fit, on this occasion, to give you 
a word of advice. I shall never have so 
good an opportunity of doing it, nor can 
it at any time be more useful to you than 
at present ; for your mind is, I trust, at 
present free from vice, and disposed to every 
tiling that is good; and you will tooa be 



tempted, both by the customs of the world, 
and your own appetities, to many things 
which are evil May God sanctify this my 
feeble endeavour to serve you ! 

I begin my advice, with recommending 
it to you, in the strongest manner, — to let 
no day pass without thinking of God, and 
offering up your prayers to him. Your 
Parents, I hope, have not omitted to acf 
custom you to this duty. If they have, 
though it will not become you to upbraid 
them for their neglect, yet it will certainly 
become you not to follow their examples 
you must do more for yourself in this par- 
ticular than they have done for you. The 
Education of many young persons is ex* 
tremely ill suited to promote their present 
happiness as Men, or their future happiness 
qs Christians. Great numbers, especially 
in the lower classes of life, are wholly ne- 
glected from their very infancy; permitted 
to contract habits of swearing, lying, thiev* 
ing, drinking, sabbath-breaking; of idle* 
aess, debauchery, and rudeness, without 
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correction or reproof. Froth habits. a<v 
quired at an early age, the future quality of 
a man's Hfe, as to vir tue -or vice, is gene- 
jally, and almost necessarily, derived. How 
deplorable then rs the condition of those 
Children who are suffered to grow up in 
ignorance, dishonesty, intemperance, and 
profaneness ; whose parents are too wicked 
to restrain them, too stupid to instruct 
them ! Others, in the higher ranks of life> 
are instructed with care in languages, in 
history, in philosophy,, in music, in dancing, 
in every accomplishment which may fit 
them for a proper appearance in the world* 
Parents think the Education of their Chit 
dren is properly finished when they have 
acquired these modish qualifications, none 
of which are of any worth when put in 
competition with a knowledge of Religion. 
That is either wholly neglected, or it is 
taught them in an improper manner. They 
are instructed by rote, in tWir nursery, in 
a few of its doctrines ; but they are ■■ not, 
when they come out of it, familiarized ttf 



the practice of its duties; they are n$t 
taught ta love and regard /Ae Gospel of Christ 
00 tke power of God unto tahition to every on$ 
that htliectlh ; as the one unerripgrule by 
wfaich Jtey ought to regulate every though^ 
wprd, and action of their future Uv&j, 
This kipd of religious knowledge tends *9 
improve the hewt, and is entirely different 
from that which consists in knowing th* 
rise and progress of particular Doctrine* 
and Sects; in being acquainted with the 
most noted objections to the truth of 
Christianity; in understanding how to 
pbvriate thensi ; apd in comprehending a va- 
riety of explanation which Interpreters 
have affixed to di#icult passages of Scrips 
tore:. Yet, alasl this curious, wrangling, 
speculative, and unfruitful sort of knoWf 
ledge, if the only one whiph is taught those 
young Person* who are instructed in thjp 
Christian Religion ; and it is much more 
than- is taught young persons in general* 
A principal cawe of this neglect, as tp the 
religions ftta&tion of Children in all iccur 

- d ^ 
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ditions of life, is this, — that many Parents 
are themselves very wicked, and very in- 
different about Religion. They have rarely 
any proper sense of it as a rule of conduct, 
and they cannot therefore prescribe it to 
their children; or, if they do understand it^ 
they are generally so immersed in vicious* 
ness of life, and a neglect of all such Chris* 
tian duties as happen to clash with their 
inclinations, passions, and prejudices, that 
they aTe ashamed to teach the necessity of 
obeying principles, which they themselves 
have not the grace to practise. 

It is, in some measure, to attempt to re- 
medy these defects of Education, where 
they exist, and to confirm in goodness the 
minds of such young persons whose Educa* 
tion has not been neglected, that I make 
this address to aH. I recommend to all— 
an early Piety, as #ie root of every virtue, 
as the surest souree of comfort in every 
stage and condition of life. Your Parents, 
however good they may be, will, in the 
tsourse of nature, be soon taken from you ; 
friends you may ha¥e but few, or perhaps- 
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none wHo* can, or aft least who wflf, assist 
you in your need. You are just entering 
into a 'world, where you will find every one 
bustling- foV'his own advantage, and little 
regardfirt of tha* of others ; you will meet 
with many hardships, and have many diffi- 
culties to struggle with-; let your situation 
be what it may, you will stand in great 
m&d of a Protector who has power to suc- 
cour you, wisdom to see what is fittest for 
you, and goodness to give you every thing 
that will be of use to you; God is that 
Protector. He is most able, most wise, 
and'isost willing to guard you from misfoiv 
• tunes, and to bless you with all oomfortSw 
It is your highest interest to procure his far 
vour. You need not despair of obtaining it, 
if you will but endeavour to deserve it; 
and you will be most likely to endeavour 
to . deserve it through the whole course of 
life, if you accustom yourself, in your 
younger yeans, to think of him with reve- 
rence to pray to him with humility and 
hope, and to praise him with heart-felt gra- 
titude for all bis goodness towards you* 



A 'lexltyftrt yolmev^r to let either the ptea* 

wries w the cares of life produce in you 9 

forgetfolqea* of God* and an indewwt wind* 

A brutish baFdnesj, and jmfrtnittnoe^ and 

jn^piety of heart, k the greatest possible evil 

4fhich can befai you, let your condition be 

jwltat it may. Riches will be a «ur ae to 

you, if tliey make yo** proud and arrogant, 

«ad disrega*dfuJ of your Maker; and £d* 

vesrty has tio calamity belonging to it so 

•great, as that abandoned coatenpt of God, 

that mad rashness with respect to futurity, 

which too often accompanies it> I wax* 

you, whether you are bora to powrty <*r 

xicbes, not to live as if there was no God • 

in the world. He is not indeed the object 

of any of yoar senses, yet he is always with 

you ; you cannot speak but he hears you; 

you cannot stir a step but he accompanies 

you. It depends upon yourself whether 

you will make this adorable and incbmpm* 

Sensible Being, from whost Presence yog 

baanot withdraw yourself; ftpm whose 

£ye you cannot hide your acfiom; from 
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whose Knowledge you cannot conceal your 
thoughts ; it depends upon yourself, whe* 
ther you will make him your Friend or 
Enemy. lie is the Friend of Virtue, and 
the Enemy of Vice. If you are a follower 
of that which is good, be allows and en- 
courages you to address him under appella- 
tions suited to your comprehension, and 
conformable to your imperfection; he in- 
structs you to call him Governor, Friend, 
and Father i But if you are bent on evil 
courses, you must consider him as a Judge 
ami an Avenger, from whose mercy you 
have nothing to expect ; for without holimts 
no man shall, no man can, tct the Lord* 

Meditate again and again on the Na- 
ture of this Supreme Being, and on the 
relation in which you stand to him. He 
ia from everlasting to everlasting; you are 
just come into an existence which will 
have no end ; but the manner of this your 
never-ceasing existence will be happy or 
miserable 9 agcording as, by your -conduct in 

flfcb.jui. iv 4 ' ; 
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this World, you please or displease him. He 
id all powerful, and disposed to give yon. 
every thing; you are weakness itself, and 
without him can have nothing. He re- 
spects not your outward circumstances: 
you may unhappily have been instructed to 
mind little else/ Men may scorn you for 
your meanness or poverty ; men may flat* 
ier you for. your rank or riches: God re* 
gards you for nothing but your goodness* 
For that, and for that only, will he reward 
you In this world, and in the next; Such 
meditations as these take up no time; they 
may be made in your chamber, in jthe 
field, in the highway, in the midst of the 
business and tumult of the world; 1 be- 
seech you therefore, as you tedder your 
own happiness temporal and rternal, to let 
the fear and the love of God dwell in you 
fcs #n .active principle : Pray to him daily* 
think of him, hourly, commit yourself to 
his guidance* m^ have confidence in his 
protection, -Thus will r you acquire an ha- 
bit of dedicating evefy action to the will 
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of your Maker; you will be persuaded that' 
you live under his more immediate insneo* 
tion; and th?>t persuasion will genei-ite in 
you holiness of life. If in the worid you 
have affliction, you will hear i' patimly, 
from knowing that ir is the chastisem nt 
of an affectionate father, who perfectly 
knows what sort of discipline is best suited 
to advance your moral improvement* If 
in' the world you have prosperity, you will 
refer your good fortune to his kindness ; 
and this your pious gratitude will of itself 
became an occasion of the continuance of 
bis- goodness. 

Let your prayers be rather frequent than 
long. Their frequency will produce and 
preserve in you that disposition, with which 
you witt become a proper object of God's 
protection; and without which the longest 
prayers cannot procure it for you. But 
whether you make long or short prayers, 
let them always proceed from the bottom 
of the heart Rest not in the outward 
ceremony of repeating certain forma- whicb 
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have been taught you, whilst your inward 
thoughts are dwelling upon some, oth&r 
subject, or wandering in a distracted maun 
ner through a variety of subjects. . . This is*- 
the mere labour of the lips, and cannot avail 
you to any good : it may be a sort of hy- 
pocrisy, and as such, being an abomination 
to God, will draw down evil on you* When 
you address the Supreme Being, you tootust 
1>e attentive to what you are doing* You 
must draw nigh to him with your heart, as. 
well as with your lips ; you must think of 
the meaning of every word. you. utter; you 
must be earnest in your petitions^ a'ad. iefr 
vent in your hope of obtaining the- comple- 
tion of such as are proper to be* grunted. 

The subjects of your prayers wU I, be va- 
rious, according to your wan ts,>>Jni bodily 
sicknes$, you frill pray for --health ; M: wen* 
tal. uneasiness, for peace of mind.; in adver- 
sity, tor protection ; ■ in prosperity, that 
you may use tte good things God has gir^ : 
qto you ajs the meaivspf, y9pr foftire saiv*r 

lion* < Natural few?!* t tmtyw \ ywi»$i* i 
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but there is a subject of prayer which na- 
tural reason cannot teach you : It is by re- 
velation that you are instructed to pray for 
the assistance of God's Spirit to enlighten 
your understanding, and to sanctify your 
heart. Deceive not yourself in this matter 
by a warm imagination, which often pro* 
duces ap excess of devotion ; nor be you de- 
ceived by others. Beware of thinking Chat 
you are favoured with any extraordinary 
communications of God's Spirit, and shup 
the fellowship of those who pretend to them* 
Their pretensions, there is reason to believe, 
are grounded in self-delusion ; for we chari- 
tably hope that they are not grounded ma 
worse principle,-— a desire of deluding others 
for their own benefit The Holy Spirit, 
we know, gave his assistance in an extra* 
ordinary manner to the first preachers of 
the Gospel, and they were sure of his dwell* 
ixg in them? by the power of speaking With 
new tongues, and by the other gifts which 
he distributed to them. We think we hare 

*■ * lCor.iii. lG f ♦ 
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tie Authority of Scripture for saying that 
God still continues to work in us both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure 1 — to give his 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him ; * — but the 
manner in which the Holy Spirit gives his 
assistance to faithful and pious persons is 
not attended with any certain sign of its 
being given ; it is secret and unknown ; you 
cannot distinguish the working, by which 
he helpeth your infirmities, 3 from the ordinary 
operations of your own mind* 
v With respect to what are esteemed 
temporal blessings, such as riches and ho- 
noursj, they so frequently, by being mis- 
used, become the occasions of temporal 
$vU and of eternal ruin to those who pos- 
sess them, that they ought to be but very 
inferior objects of your prayers ; seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness 
and all these things shall be added unto you? 
But if you do pray for these things at all, 
it should always be with some such res trie* 

* Phil. ii. IS* * Lake ii. 13. s Rom. viii. %& 

* Matt vi. 33. 

S. 



15 

tion as this — if thou, Lord, seest that they 
will be for my good. And, indeed, it be* 
comes us, on all occasions, rather to pray 
that God would take us under his guidance, 
and would govern us by any means he 
thinks fit, whether by adversity or prospe- 
rity, so as to bring us to everlasting hap- 
piness, than to be very particular in our 
petitions to him* For we are sensual and 
short-sighted creatures ; our carnal appetites 
will prompt us to ask for what is dangerous 
to our spiritual purity ; and our ignorance 
of what may in the event be fittest for us, 
will, in many instances, render our very 
prayers, if granted, misfortunes* to us. It 
is your duty to prefer your petitions at the 
Throne of God ; and it is your interest, in 
jdoing it, to beg him with- all humility and 
sincerity of heart to judge for you ; to deal 
with you as a father dealeth with his child ; 
to give you what he knoweth will be for 
your good, whether you ask for it or not 4 
and to withhold from you what he knoweth 
will be for your. harm, how earnestly soever 
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you importune him for it. Even when you 
pray to be relieved from ignominy, from 
pain, And death, still it is: your duty to ac- 
quiesce in the determinations of God, say- 
ing, — not my witt> O Father, but thine be 
done. 1 

- That this habit of Piety, which I am so 
earnest in recommending, may be the more 
jperfebtly formed in you, .to your private 
payers and meditations, I hope, you will 
add, as frequently as you have opportu* 
futy,*-Kin Attendance on places of Public 
Worship, and behave youssetf with great 
Seriousness when there. Make no silly ex* 
ttise*, stich as the distance of the ehurcl^ 
fhe badfuft*of the weather of of the roads, 
tile want of proper clothes, and mocb less 
an attention to the • business of your ordi- 
nary calling, for staying away from them : 
for an absence from places of public wor- 
ship has been always considered as the be- 
ginning of an hardened and vicious course 
of life. Thanks be to God, there is great 

1 Luke xxii. 4£. * 
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plenty of such places in this our Land; yo 
one need go far to meet with instruction* 
nor be at much trouble to receive exhorta^ 
tions to piety and purity of manners* A»dj 
though I think it best for you to frequent 
the service of the Church of England, in 
which you have been educated, yet I cau- 
tion you against finding fault with those 
who are otherwise minded. Enter into, no 
disputes with them, use no reviling^ to- 
wards them ; nor be you disturbed in your 
mind by any harsh acid uncharitable expres- 
sions with which they may think fit to cen^ 
sure your manner of devotion ; but soberly, 
and steadily, and sincerely, follow the 
worship in which you have been instructed. 
Do not, at any period of life, absent your- 
self from your Parish Church, from a belief 
that you know your duty as well as the 
Minister who is publicly appointed .to be 
your teacher. If you have such knowledge, 
thank the Giver of all wisdom for it ; but 
be not puffed up by it ; do not on that ac- 
count scornfully separate yourself from the 

B3 
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pttbtic worship of God : for though you may 
think yourself too wise to be instructed, I 
will venture to say that you will never be 
too good to be atnefided. Your Minister 
may, probably, tell you nothing that is new, 
for truth is homely and old-fashioned ; but; 
you ought not to have itching ears, 1 or to 
expect entertainment at your churches. He 
Will put you in mind, however, of your 
duty; his admonitions may blow up the 
dying embers of your devotion, and purge 
from your heart the dross of avarice* the 
filth of sensuality, the abomination of im- 
piety, the wiles of Satan, and the correp* 
lions of the world* 

Do not, at any period of life, absent 
yourself from your Parish Church, from a 
dislike to your Minister. Just occasions of 
dislike, I hope and trust, will seldom arise : 
but if they should arise, you wHl only m- 
jure yourself, by suffering an attention to 
them to exclude you from the House of 
God Ministers of the Gospel are* men of 

• *2Tim. iv, 3. 




like passions with others ; they to ay aco* 

dentally fall into indiscretion of condudt; 

though they are more culpable than others 

if they do not avoid it. They, as Well' as 

others, have temporal concerns to aftttetrf 

to> for the support of thertiselves andT' *f 

their families: it may happen? that thfcjr 

may be less zealocrs than they ought t& V6 

in the discharge of their pastoral duties} 

and" more eager than you wish them to hi* 

in pursuit of their temporal interests. Btrt 

you mu«t remember that they are *i6t d*£ 

swerable to you for their conduct in eithet 

particular, but to another Master, even to 

Christ, their Lord and your Lord, who will 

eertainly call them to a strict account. 

When yow are angry with them, whethefc 

justly or unjustly, it matters not, you must 

not thiftk of vexing them, as is too coiri* 

monly the practice, by absenting yourself 

from Church y for, in vexing them, yo* 

ruin your own peace ; you feed the maBg* 

nity of an improper passion j your temper 

becomes unchristian; and you neglect wh^t 
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it is your main interest to attend to, the 
public worship of God. 

The public worship of God consists of 
various parts j and there is one part of it on 
which it may be useful to- say a few words, 
because many persons are apt to neglect it; 
and you, before you were confirmed, op 



were ready and desirous of being so, could 
not be admitted to it ; and you ought now 
to be kept no longer from it ; I mean,— the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper, — or the 
receiving the holy Communion, — or the re* 
ceiving the Sacrament ; for these are but dif- 
ferent manners* of expressing the same thing* 
Be not alarmed with improper appre- 
hensions on this head. You are yet, I 
trust, free from those habits- of sinning 
which unhappily deter so many persons of 
a more advanced age from being partakers 
of this rite. You have no inveterate ma* 
lice against your neighbours, no gross sen* 
suality, no stubborn impiety, to repent of 
and forsake : you may approach the Lord's 

Table- with confidence and thankfulness; 
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and the sooner you come to it, and the of- 
tener you frequent it, the more likely -will 
you be to attain and persevere in that habit 
of holiness which it is go well adapted 
to promote, and the promotion of which 
is the main end of every religious ordi- 
nance, I do not here undertake to ex- 
plain to you at large /the nature of the 
•Lord's Supper; many .volumes have been 
written on the subject, ami some of them 
▼cry injudiciously ; a plain . and intelligible 
rite has been construed inta a superstition* 
observance; atod. 1 wish to preserve you 
from those perplexities and fears, by which 
the minds of many, persons, arctso bewilder 
cd and affrighted, that they never celebiate 
this rite at a& You axe to consider- \Xbe 
receiving the holy Communion— as thexxfr 
lebrating of a rite N which Jeau& Ghriitxw» 
manded to be observed, in, remembrance of 
his having laid down his life foi; there** 
demption of the world- The redemption 
of the world from everlasting death, by the 
blood of Jesus, is a stupendous instance of 
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the Mercy and Wisdom of God. You 
Will not, probably, in this mortal state, 
be ever able to comprehend it in all its 
parts ; but it is not necessary for you to be 
very curious in the matter : you may rest 
satisfied with knowing, . that the eternal 
God, out of his abundant kindness and 
mere good pleasure, sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through 
him/ that this Son, the first-born of every 
crtttfurt, came downfivm Heaven to grot life 
unto the world ,' submitted to the death of 
the cross, that he might shed his blood for the 
remission of sins,* and be the Lord both of the 
dead atid tivittg* that this Lamb that was 
slam now AtttM, having the keys of hell and 
qf death* possessing all power in heaven and 
m earthy* aud being become the Author of 
eternal salvation to all that obey himJ This 
is the great principle of the Gospel ; and if 
yon think of it with any degree of reveiv 

1 1 John it. 9. • John vi t S3. -' Matt. xxvi. 2S. 
* **»* siv. 9. s Rev. i. 1$* * Mstr.xvmi. 1& 
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ence (and it deserves to be thought of with 
the highest), your mind will be watmed with > 
the highest love for God, who planned this - 
scheme of redemption, and with the> sin-' 
cerest gratitude to his Son, who executed it* 
What difficulty then can you have in testi- 
fying this gratitude, by partaking of a rite * 
which he instituted for the express purpose 
of keeping in your mind the remembrance 1 
of what he has done for you ? You ought,' 
indeed, when you solemnly commemorate 
the death of Christ, to consider whether he 
has. not died in vain as to you. YouTought ■ 
to examine the state of your soul, and re- 
solve to abandon all your sins, before you 
come to the Lord's Table. But this exa- 
mination and this resolution it is your duty • 
to make at all times. : You most not be so - 
simple in understanding, as to think your- 
self excused from the performance of it till 
you judge fit to receive the sacrament. For 
if you never receive the sacrament at all, 
you will be under the same obligation to 
abandon your sins, as if you received it 
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every day.; and if, from any motive what- 
ever,, you wegJect to receive it, in addition 
to Jsouf ^ther sins, you will add that of 
neglecting a clear and positive command of 
your Saviour and your Judge.* And how at 
the fast day you will answer this contempt 
of his command, it behoves you to consider 
now; before an intercourse with the world 
has hardened your heart; before a loss of 
ipnocence •'has rendered your return to 
righteousness more difficult ; before this 
which is the 4ay of salvation be passed, 
and. alhyQur hopes buried with you in the 
grave. : 

There is no cause why you should be 
terrified from performing this rite by some 
expressions which you will meet with in 
your Common Prayer-book ; such as being 
guilty of the body and blood of Christ, 
eating and drinking your own damnation, 
provoking God to plague you with divers 
diseases, and sundry kinds of death, if you 
receive the sacrament unworthily. It is 
ffQr from my intention to reader you easy 



25 

and secure under your sins, or to induce 
you to come to this holy rite, by with- 
holding from your knowledge any thing 
that the Scripture has delivered concerning 
it; but as these expressions have contri- 
buted greatly to frighten men from the 
Lord's Table, it is necessary that you should 
be acquainted with their proper meaning, 
which will best be ascertained by consider- 
ing the occasion on which they were first 
used- These expressions are taken from the 
eleventh chapter of St Paul's first Epistle 
to the Corinthians. Corinth was a city, 
of Greece. It was a custom in that coun- 
try for . neighbours to meet - and sup to- 
gether ; but the peculiarity of the custom 
consisted in this, that every man carried 
with him to the place of meeting his own 
provisions; and thus some were more amply 
supplied than others ; some had an oppor- 
tunity of becoming drunken, whilst others 
liad not enough to satisfy the calls of na- 
ture. The Corinthians had so far mistaken 
what had been told them concerning the 
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Lord's Supper, as to suppose that it was of 
the same nature with their customary meet- 
ifcgfcl at teast they sefcm to have celebrated 
it in the r $amfe way ; for everyone took his awn 
supper when bethought fit, without wait- 
ing for the test ; and one was hungry \ and 
another was drunken? This manner of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, St Paul told them, 
W*as quite improper ; it was eating the bread 
and -drinking the cup of the Lord unworthily ; 
attd in so doing they were guilty of the body 
and blood bf the Lord*--*- guilty of irreve- 
renfee towards the Institution; they eat and 
ditoftfe ttoeU 1 6Wti damnation^ ftbt discerning 
the Lord's body,— *they eat '-and" drank in 
a way which exposed them to the temporal 
Judgment of God, because they made no 
&*tfnotio& betweeh the Sapper of the Lord 
and* common entertainment; and God's 
condonation of their conduct tfas mani- 
fested by the extraordinary punishments 
which' he had ihfHcted on them -, for this 
tffl# \nmny <>f thmweteto tick, and 

mfoy.dead.* '< •■ ■»■■* '■ ' ■■ ■! ; v 

1 1 Cor. xi. 21. ? 1 Coi?xi. 27. ' 3 1 Cor. xi. 30* 
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If this be the true explanation of the 
Apostle's words (and many learned and 
pious persons think that it is), you see haw 
little reason you have to fear that you will 
receive the Sacrament unworthily, in the 
sense in which St Paul uses that word ; or 
that you will incur the guilt which was in- 
curred by the Corinthians j for you will 
not commit any intemperance at the Lord's 
Table ; nor will you irreverently consider 
the Sacrament as a common entertain* 
tnent ; but you will with great piety and 
gratitude remember the death of Christ; 
you will eat bread as a memorial of his 
body which was broken; you will drink 
wine as a memorial of his blood which was 
shed for you and all mankind; and in doing 
this you will discern the Lord's body; 
for not discerning of which the Corinthians 
were punished with divers diseases, and 
sundry kinds of death. But though you 
receive the Sacrament with a due sense of 
its nature; and in obedience to the com- 
mand of him who instituted it, yet you 

c 2 
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must not think that this act will absolve 
you from all sin, or free you from all con- 
demnation; you must remain obnoxious 
to that whilst your life is opposite to the 
terms of Salvation delivered in the Gospel. 
And that your life may not be opposite to 
tlj<se terms, I sincerely advise you to par- 
take frequently of the holy Communion. 
•The circumstances and solemnity of the 
rite have a direct tendency to improve 
your moral disposition; the remembrance 
of rhe death of Christ will make you re* 
fleet on the nature of Sin which occasioned 
it, and on the benefits derived to you, if 
you be not wanting to yourself, from it. 
You will repent of your past sins, and make 
strong resolutions of amendment of life; 
and the Grace of God, which is on this as 
well as on all other occasions ready to assist 
your own endeavours, may enable you to 
keep them. 

Another help towards the attaining of a 
pious and religious disposition is,— the read- 
ing of the Word of God. There are two 



way & by which your mind may become filled 
witip ptoopbr notions of the existence; aad 
nature of the Supreme Being; either by con? 
teraplatmg his works, or reading his word* 
If 'your understanding has been; enlarged 
by a liberal Education, artd you have been 
instructed in the principles of true PhiIo« 
sophy, especially erf i Astfonomy, you can- 
not fait of having 'your mind occupied: by 
the most sublime and devout conceptions 
of the* power and wisdom of that ador- 
able Being who formed the Universe. You 
will see evident marks of design in every 
part of it;. and such an harhpbuy in the 
whole; as, if properly considered, will con- 
vince you that it is the Work of one, power- 
July intelligent, and benevolent Being; the 
invisible thing* of him from the creation of 
the world ate clearly seen, being Understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal 
p&wer and \Q6dh*fi& 1 If your Education 
has been more humble and confined, still 
the works of God> properly attended to, 

* Rom. i„20. 
C 3 



will exalt your mind to an admiration of 
his perfections. You may, indeed, pass 
your life in extreme ignorance and stupi- 
dity, without ever thinking of the Author 
of it ; but it is certainly your own fault if 
you do so ; for , the very succession of day 
and night, of seed time and harvest, the 
structure of your body, the change of your 
food into blood and flesh, are all such ob-» 
vious effects of his power and goodness, as, 
if reflected on at all, will become occasions 
of your piety. God in times past suffered 
alt nations to walk in their aeon ways: never* 
theless, he left not himself without witness, in 
that he did good, and gave them ram ami 
fruitful seasons? But to us Christians he 
hath; been ■ abundantly gracious; he ' hath 
not left us, (and thankful ought we to be 
for the preference), he hath not; left us, as 
lie hath hitherto left the greatest part of the 
human race, to seek hmJf haply we might 
find him* by the glimmering of our own 
reason ; but he hath guided us to the most 

f Acts 7 -xiv 1& ? Acts, xyii. 21* 
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complete knowledge of his attributes, and 
of our dependance on him! by the light of 
revelation. 

. It used to be a custom in all families to 
read the Bible, especially on the Lord's 
Day ; and I hope it is so still in many, I 
am sure no sort of reading can be more 
profitable for instruction in matters of in*, 
finite importance to every one of us, nor. 
for .consolation to the afflicted, nor for re- 
proof to the abandoned, nor for help to 
the unbeliever, nor for increase of godli- 
nes4 to the sober-minded. I entreat you 
therefore to make yourself well acquainted 
with this most valuable Book: there is a 
kind of'chafm in it which' will protect you 
from the assaults of the Devil, and preserve 
you from the practice of great wickedness* 
You may occasionally fall into temptations, 
and even be subdued by them ; but if you 
are constant in reading your Bible, it will 
be almost impossible for you not to leave 
off sinning presumptuously. Its precepts 
will so open your heart to a sense of what 
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is right ; its promises of everlasting* glory 
and peace in heaven with God and his 
Saints, will so excite your hopes; itrtlhreat- 
cnings. of : everlasting ruin and misery in 
hell with die Devil and. his Angels, will so 
alarm your i fears, i that, you must be quite 
abandoned of God, and given over to- a 
reprobate mind, if it does not arouse you to 
a great piety of heart and probity of liffe. 

Thu* have 1 1 pointed: out to y©u-*-*p*i» 
vate pray eh and meditation on the nature of 
Gdd — an attendance on every part cfhUpub* 
Be worshipi aiid especiaiig on the JjorcTs Sup* 
perpend tht constant readvtgutfyau* Bibles 
^as the most probable means of generating in 
your heart that Reverence, for Ahe Supreme 
Being, which is the first o£ all your dirties \ 
and which! if you once: really- acquire;^ 
you will find to bie this chief of ail : your 
comforts;- Rank, poster, ^wealth, Learning, 
fame) all the object! which you mayrhave 
been instructed to adimrey -anjd which you 
: sec the greatest part of? the wpi$Gt so «ager 
in the! pursuit of, . are not to be compared, 
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as sources o£ real satisfaction, with the po$-j 
session of a strong and rational piqty. Th$> 
fear oftheLopdis the beginning of wisdom ;*,- 
and tfye love of him is the completion of 
happiness. , 

Jf you take pains to cultivate that tem- 
per, which I have here exhorted you to 
acquire, as a jewel of inestimable, price, you, 
will' have less occasion fpr instruction in 
other matters; your piety will protect you, 
against the devices of Satan, the infirmity: 
of the flesh, and. the allurements of .the 
world. I will proceed, however, to give 
you some cautions respecting a point of 
great importance to your welfare here and 
hereafter-— Self-government. 
> ; You will soon be left to- your own ma* 
nagement ; the care of Parents and Mas* 
ters, which has hitherto, it is to be hoped, 
directed you in the right way, : will be 
withdrawn from you, and you will be peri 
mitted to follow the bent of your disposw 
tion. The law of God, the law of you* 

? Prov. i. T. i .., i 
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country, and the fear of the world's cen- 
sute, will all contribute to keep you from 
acts of flagrant impiety; though their se- 
veral injunctions do not, in all cases, tend 
to the same point, nor reach equally far: 
and that they may have more power over 
you,- you must endeavour to get the mastery 
over yourself; you must learn to regulate 
your passions. All our passions are given 
us fbr our good ; they become evil by their 
excess. - Reasoa lias been afforded us to pre- 
vent that excess ; and all laws human, and 
dWi*i& baro the same object iii view. f Re* 
ligion does Tiot require w to be without 
appetites, and passions; for whilst we possess 
our present nature, whilst we are suscepn 
tible of pain and pleasure, from whence all 
our i passions are dt rived, it itould. be ■ jm* 
possible for us to be free from them; but 
it does: require us to restrain their excess* 
I. will instance a few particulars, begin* 
aing with, a general, and, in many persons, 
a very ungovernable, appetite. 
The desires by which young persons of 
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different sexes are impelled to. aeek.tbs.sdi 

ciety of , each other are not cuJp&Me in 

themselves: the continuation ofitheiWQrtd 

depends upon them ; parental affections 

spring from them; and they are a main 

source of that domestic love and friendships 

by which, in a conjugal state, the evils of 

life are lessened, and our benevolence is 

enlarged. But these desires are not to be 

indulged to excess in any state ; nor are they 

to be indulged at all in an imprdper manner; 

their impetuosity is to be restrained till they 

can be gratified by marriage. Were they 

never to be gratified in any other way* 

marriages would be far more frequent,— the 

nation would be much better peopled, — and 

thousands of individuals of both sexes would 

• 

be more happy. The unchastity of females 
is yet held in great, disrepute; and. though 
a few flagitious women of rank and for- 
tune may have attempted to affront the 
modesty of the world, and to put innocence 
out pf countenance, by impudently forcing 
themselves on the notice of the public ; yet 
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•fo thtte no reason at present to ^apprehend 
•that thig disregard of the principle of female 
honour \*iH become general. j / ! 

It is much to be lamented, that the 
chastity of men is not so highly valued as 
that of women. There is no precept in the 
Gospel which allows more indulgence to 
men than to women in this particular, for 
there is none which allows any indulgence 
to either. Both are under the same obli- 
gation to abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, 1 — to mortify the deeds of the 
body* — to flee fornication.* Considering 
'the great purity which is commanded* by 
the religion we profess, it is matter: of 
astonishment to see with .what little com-, 
punction of conscience men, in every coun- 
try of Christendom, plunge themselves into 
all manner of uncleanriess. Be not you 
misled in this matter by fashion, nor pro- 
stitute your innocence, though you should 
see men richer, and older; atfd; in other 
respects, wiser than yourself, obeying the 

' 1 Ptt/tLfe! ■'■• Rom/viii. 13.'- * 1 Cor^.18; 
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lusts of the flesh without shame or remorse. 
This is one instance, and there are many 
such, in which you may be guilty of a great 
Sin* without much incurring the world's , 
censure ; for the world, in general, repre* 
seats incontinence in, men as a trifling 
fault, or as none at all. But the world is 
a sinful and adulterous world : you must 
not paly Any attention whatever to what it 
says, when its opinion is opposite to the 
command of God : it is this command, and 
this onty, which you are to respect as the 
supreme rule of your conduct Things 
may be allowed you by public opinion, and 
even by the laws- of your country, which 
are not allowed you by the laws of God. 
Thus, the laws of your country will not pu* 
nish you foringfratitude, nor for ill-iiature, 
nor for pride, noT for self-conceit, noT for 
covetousnessj nor for a censorious temper, 
nor for neglecting any of those duties of 
Immunity, on a performance of which your 1 
religion lays the greatest stress,— such as 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naketi, 

t 
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and being kind to the afflicted. The laws 
of your country only restrain you from 
adultery, fornication* and other outward 
acts of impurity; but the law of God 
penetrates the heart, and requires purity 
of thought. The opinion of the world, in 
like manner, is a very improper measure 
of Gospel Perfection: it qften blames men 
for actions which God approves, and com- 
mends them for actions which God dis- 
allows : take especial heed that you be not 
led by it. You will meet with loose com- 
panions! who will laugh at your modesty 
and ridicule your religion, for fe$U mo fee a 
mock at sin.* The practice of the world 
will spread a snare for your virtue ; but if 
sinners entice thee, consent thou not ;* and your 
own passipus will solicit you to part with 
your innocence, for thejiesh lusteih against 
the spirit; 9 but remember, that to bei carnally 
Wflded is deaths — that no wlwremonger, nor 
adulterer, nor unclean person^ hath any in- 

f ?rpv. xiv, 9. a Prov. i. 10. * Gal. t. 12. 

4 Boity ¥!&;<>• 
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keritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God* These are not my words ; you will 
meet with them in that sacred Book which 
contains the laws by which we must all be 
judged ; and though the practice of all the 
world should be in manifest neglect and 
contempt of this, or of any other law con* 
tained in it, yet will the law have it* 
course ; the declaration of Cod will stand 
fast This prohibition, which occurs iu 
many places of Scripture, extends not only 
to fornication and adultery, but to all acta 
*£ uncleanness secret *nd open. This ifr a 
sutgect I cannot dwell upon. If you know 
act what is meant by secret acts of un- 
cleanness, you are happy in your ignorance; 
seek not to be instructed. If, by bad ex* 
ample, you have acquired any impure habit, 
I exhort you to leave it off, not by degrees, 
but at once. It will entail on you a thou* 
sand evils in this life which you cannot 
now foresee ; and it will certainly expose 
you to the displeasure of God. Your self* 

1 Eph. v. 5. 
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government, with respect to this, carnal 
appetite, will fit you for the Enjoyment of 
Heaven, where flesh and blood and sensual 
inclinations cannot enter ; it will render 
your marriage, when you contract it, more 
honourable and happy; it will secure to 
you a vigorous constitution in the decline 
of life; it will preserve you from painful 
and shameful diseases, to which men are 
exposed by their incontinence; and it will 
bless you with a quiet conscience for haying 
. avoided the enormous sin of having. seduced 
the innocent, or of having contributed to 
keep those who have been seduced by others 
in the road of worldly infamy and everlasfr* 
ing perdition. 

Your self-government with .respect to 
eating and drinking will, at your time of 
life especially, give you. less trouble- than 
that of which I have been speaking. 
Drunkenness and Gluttony are such beast- 
ly vices, and so destructive of health and 
reputation, that the mere mention of tlieui 
maj* be sufficient to deter you from them* 
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There is, however, a bewitching festivity 
accompanying the use of strong liquors, 
which seduces most men, at one time or 
other/ into some degrees of intemperance ; 
and the better your constitution is, the more 
apt will you be to indulge yourself in this 
way. You should <be upon your guard in 
this matter* Habits of drunkenness are 
occasioned by Idleness,/ by uneasiness of 
Mind, by fondness for Company, by a love 
of Liquor ; J>ut let them proceed from what 
cause ;they way, they always end unhappily, 
In the lower classes of life, they bring on 
beggary ; in the higher, negligence of every 
important concern y ra b*tb, loss of repu- 
tatidn, ' infirmity of body, imbecility of 
mind, excruciating diseases, and premature 
death* I>rrinkenuess is at all times odious, 
but cm the L-Anf s day it n detestable; and 
yet on that day it is more frequent than 
on any other. Many mechanics and la- 
bourers on that day spend a great part of 
what they have earned in the course of the 
week, and thus expose themselves and their 

d 3 
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families to the infamy of being supported, 
either by the. rates of the parish, or the be-, 
nevolence of well-disposed Christians, on 
the slightest sickness or cessation o£ work*: 
I call it infamy, because an application to 
others for relief becomes exceedingly in fa-; 
mous, when it is occasioned by riot and 
extravagance. I pray you- not to change* 
a day of rest into a day of debauchery* It 
is a day on which your thoughts . should he r 
particularly engaged in working out : your 
own salvation. Beware of employing it ifib 
such a manner, as to increase your condem- 
nation : ■• ■ ". ; 

Self-government, with regard to Anger 
and Revenge, is absolutely required of : us 
as Christians ; and there are few instances 
in which it is more difficult to attain it* 
When your person is insulted*! your, repu-t 
tation traduced, your property injured, by. 
the wantonness of unprovoked malice* the< 
very constitution! of your nature, which 
prompts you to avoid every thing which 
has given or is likely in future. to ;give you 
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pain, spurs you to take vengeance on yottr 
aggressor. But . what aayfc the Gospel ' Of 
Jesus. Christ ?. that Gospel, by an absolute 
obedience tQ which your eternal happiness 
(wordari^fr.ypqtteraWe import!) is to be 
determined ? It bids you not to return evil f of 
e&\it but pent rqr mitt blessing /it bids you tovt 
your enemies ', bkssihem that curse you, and da 
good to them that] hate y(W £ it commands 
yqu : ;tp cultivate /the. yirjtues of kindness, 
by nobleness of mind, mejekpcss, long-suiFer- 
ing,, ty forbear one another and to forgive one 
anoth&yif any man have a quarrel against, 
any. vlf .your > condition in life be exalted 
a littfc, above the c^mqiqn level, you will 
hear ipa^ims, qui te t cABtilary to those of the 
Gospel, with relation to the forgiveness of 
injuries, spoken of not only without cen- 
sure; but, vyith praise*: and < this is another 
inst#age in which the opinion of the world 
is in clear {and direct opposition to the law 
of God/ You will hear men con) mended 
fox being quick and -violent in retaliating, 

IX rcl. iii.S, ?AIattt v. 44, 
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the slightest provocation. Iu obedience to a 
silly principle of fantastic honour, the least 
contmAelious expression, uttered through 
inadvertence, or extorted by passion, must 
be expiated by the blood of the offender. 
But I will not enlarge on a barbarous -cus- 
tom, which is even insufficient to prbvfe<the 
courage it is intended to establish, "since 
some of the best and the bravest men that 
ever lived have reAised- to comply with it, 
atld some of the wort I and the most 6o#ard~ 
ly have had recourse to it, further than to 
beseech you to consider, whether it is better 
to submit to the misplaced censure 1 of the 
world, or to thecondemn&t&n 0f Go<J; for 
you know who hath Mid,' if ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive yours? 

The generality of those whom I address 
are happily removed from the temptation of 
murdering one another in compliance with 
the world's opinion. Offences will arise 
amongst all conditions of men; but, in the 

1 Matt. vi. 15. 
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middle ranks of life, the Tyranny of fashioa 
lias not yet required them to be avenged in 
such a wicked. ., manner ; this extremity of 
folly and impiety has not yet made its way 
amongst them* .But you must. not be con- 
tented with- abstaining frqpi this excessive 
deviation from the Spirit of Christianity; 
if is your duty to stifle every propensity io 
revenge, in obedience to the command of 
God; you must reduce the proud and" re- 
sentful swellings of your heart, by pouring 
oyer it \he dew : of gentleness* patience, and 
peace.. If you Jbave ; been ttiittea ted by rela- 
tions,,, friends, or acquaintance* frojpa wiom 
you h^d every reasqn tQ, expect returns 6f 
gratitude and affection, you will have much 
greater difficulty jn curbing the fury ofoyiour 
resentment than in ordinary cases; #our 
reasouvyitiU he ingenious in filing ^ excises 
to justify your passion;. but listen, not tQ 
its suggestions; no circumstance can justify 

m 

your disobedience to the laws of the Gos- 
pel The temptation to revenge an . un£ 
merited injury done you .by- one whora;ymf 
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have obliged is no doubt great, and your 
merit in overcoming the temptation will be 
great in the sight of God ; for it is the 
perfection of virtue to bring all our vicious 
inclinations, all our domineering passions, 
under an absolute subjection to the divine 
will. There are many other' pasbktes be* 
side* these of which I have been sptiking, 
such as Love, Jealousy, Fear, Hope, De* 
apair, Sorrow, Envy, which it will be you£ 
interest to acquire the mastery over; for 
any of them, being indulged to excess> may 
occasion* a derangement ««f ytoxr uttdet* 
standing, wijl certainly be prejudicial to 
the right conduct of your life, and danger- 
ous to that Chrtetiftn temper of mind which 
it should be your principal study tor attato* 
* si«t have endeavoured, in What has beet* 
ftdid, to persuade you to the practice of great 
Piety ; towards -God, and to thfc pfoper 
Government of your sensual appetites arid 
passions, as things absolutely neceftsary for 
you, if you mean to be a candidate for iin» 
mortality. It remains that 1 give you some 



directions as to your conduct ia. the world, 
and that I cohort you to a contempt of its 
vanities When I speak of a contempt of 
the world, I do not mean that you should 
think 30 despicably of it, as to be dissatisfied 
with y#ur being placed in it ; or th^t you> 
should so conduct yourself in it as not tor 
esteem its advantages worthy youi* pur* 
suit. Advice of this sort. would tend, to 
produce in you, instead of meekness and 
peace of mind, moroaeuess and discontent* 
It might lessen, perhaps, the occasions o£ 
\\oe, most of which arise from our orer 
-estimating the worth of worldly things, 
but it would at the same time extinguish in* 
dustry, frugality, and emulation ; it would 
deaden the activity of every virtue, on the 
exercise of which your own happiness and 
the welfare of society depend* My mean* 
ing is, that yon should have a comparative 
contempt of this world ; that, you should 
esteem its honours, its profits* its pleasures, 
not as absolutely evil in diem selves, mdr 
beneath your notice, but as relatively so^ 
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wjien compared with the honours, the pro- 
fits, and the pleasures of the next. Christian 
virtue does not consist . in your abstracting 
yourself from all the concerns of the world, 
but in not making them yotfr chief con- 
cerns; not in debarring yourself frorn all 
the pleasures of society, but in not suffer- 
ing pleasure of any kind to engage your 
principal attention, or to interfere in any 
degree, or on any occasion, with the means, 
which the Gospel points out for your ac- 
quiring the blessings of Heaven. 
. In journeying through life, there is* no 
harm in your endeavouring, by an honest 
exertion of your talents, to render your 
accommodations on the road as comfort- 
able as you can. The harm consists in your 
being so wholly occupied in this business, 
in your placing so strongly your affections 
on these accommodations, as to think notjat 
all, or but seldom, and slightly, on the end 
of your Jpurney; Whilst you are on the 
earth, youcannbt so .spiritualize your- na- 
ture as to have nor connexion with it; . jtot 
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the Eye of your faith should be steadily fix- 
ed on Heaveu. Every pursuit is commend- 
able which will Uelp to raise you thither ; 
every .gratification is innocent which does 
not, directly or indirectly, retard you in 
your progress to it: not that it will be 
prudent in you to indulge yourself to the 
utmost i& practices which are not, strictly 
speaking, immoral; and. the reason why 
you should use some restraint is this; — 
by accustoming yourself to moderation in 
the use of things lawful, you will more 
easily bend your. mind to a total abstinence 
from things which are unlawful. No 
wise father grants his children even all the 
iunocent indulgences which they ask for, 
because he wishes that they should acquire 
an habit of moderating, and mortifying 
their desires : and no wise Christian will 
allow himself in the unbounded use of such 
pleasures as his fortune and situation in life 
will suffer ltfm to enjoy j he will restrain 
himself, lest a giddy, easy, voluptuous life, 
should weaken his piety, undermine the 
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solidity of his virtue, and rivet his affec- 
tions to the earth : he wrll reniember and 
apply the parable of the Rich Man and La- 
zdrus. True Religion has no tendency to 
make men gloomy : but it has a direct ten- 
dency to make men serious ; to repress that 
thoughtless Ifevity, that strange indifference 
as to* futurity, in which many persons, in 
other frespects n6t destitute of understand- 
ing, spend their days. 

When you observe a Man extravagantly 
delighted with* the spfendour of his kpart- 
merits, with the elegance of his entertain- 
ttrtfats, with the great number of his ser- 
vants, With the 'magnificence of his Car- 
riages, with the costliness of his apparel, 
with the ratak and consequence, rather 1 
than with the sense and merit, of his ac- 
quaintance, you may be persuaded that the 
mind of such a man is quite enervated and 
broken by the fascination of worldly va- 
nity : he is a stranger to sentiments of real 
Worth ; so captivated with the love of the 
world, that he is quite alienated from the 
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sober contemplation of the duties of reli- 
gion* and the joy 3 of heaven. You may 
form the same judgment of .those woqaen 
who employ their time in studying how to 
adorn their persons with the greatest ele- 
gance ; who are constantly baqkering after 
spme new fashion iu dressy and ch^rpied. 
with its singularity and e^travag^ne? ; wb#: 
are hurrying with in>pal;ien£e to <ve?y placs 
of public entertainment ;. who aj$ negii* 
gent of every thing but how they wpy at- 
trast the notice of the wprld» or find w*uise<-< 
ment in the emptiness of fashionable life*. 
Wows* of this turn of jniud iwj keep 
within what the world esteem* {he. bounds 
of i&ntce&ce ; there »ay ; be- jk> broad blot 
of infamy on their characters; yet are their 
dispositions poisoned by the vanities of life: 
they think it etrange that other* run not with 
them to the wm excw of riot, 1 and affect to 
despise them for their sobriety and decency 
of manners. Instead of contemning the 
world, they are totally enslaved by it: the 

1 J Pet iv. 4. 
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objects it presents are the only ones which 
engage their attention ; its approbation is 
t he end of their wishes; its opinion, the 
htttndard of their virtue. The Apostle 
lightly describes a woman of this sort, when 
he says, she that liveth in pleasure, is dead 
while she livtth. An idle, thoughtless, 
extravagant, sensual, dissipated course of 
life, however customary it may be among 
persons of great fortunes and expectations, 
is a reproach to thenl> and a scandal to the 
community, -Their example is of perni- 
cious consequence.' 1 charge you not to 
softer it to have any weight whabvrt with 
you {for it i»'» contrary ib that'^icfty, 1 '^ 
ccnoy, tompc*an4ei and* «obtiety of :ieoit- v 
diet, whicl) the Gospel require^ bf : alb 
Christians; and, let the fashion pf the woflcb 
be what it mayj it is youivduty totabey the 
Go&peij to. escape the^vorruption that is in the 
world, 7 > 4a let "your conversation be. as i/.fle- 
cometh the Gospel of Christ ' 

You, perhaps, are placed in a lower sta« 

1 1 Tiqj. v. 6\ 3 * Pet. i. 4. s Phil. i. -27. 
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tioD, and preserved by your situation from 
the practice of such vanities aa.J liars here 
mentioned ; and you may be given to the 
applauding of your pwn virtue in being free 
from them> and to the censuring others 
who are ensnared by them j but you should 
abstain from doing either, till your virtue 
has been tried in the same way, and you 
bav& surmounted the temptation, Exa- 
mine yoUr heart : does not there lurk in it 
an envious desire of the wealth which those 
persons enjoy ?■ If there does, it is evident 
that your attachment to the vanities of the 
world is in principle as great as theirs ; the 
root of folly is in you, though it be check* 
^d, by the narrowness of your circumstan- 
ces, from shooting out into a luxuriant crop 
of extravagance and sin» . ■ ■ 

Those whq aye unhappily addicted to 
the pomp and pleasure of the world as their 
chief Good, are not the only persons on 
whom the love of it has too strong a hold* 
They who are engaged in the acquisition 
of wealth, are seldom less free from its in- 

£3 
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Aitetkei A prdper attention td the im- 
prorihg your conditi6n, by exercising in- 
dustry in your profession or calling, is laud- 
able:' but to pursue every scheme of ob- 
taining riches, with such hrdour and anxiety 
as taiahy men use; to have all your thoughts 
so fixfed on the improvement of your fortune, 
as v to neglefct the nreaiw of improving your 
mfnd in Christian virtues, is a' conduct 
highly culpable. I speak not of the tricks 
and frauds,' of the acts of manifest oppres- 
sion and injustice, of the falsehoods and 
perjuries, which men practise in their eager 
pursuit of wealth; for these are so clearly 
wrong, that it is impossible for you to be 
ignorant of thfe sin you will commit in be- 
ing deliberately guilty of any of them ; but 
I want to guard you against a too great so- 
licitude in prosecuting your worldly in- 
terests by nteans which are not reckoned 
dishonest '" 

There are many men who, after rising up 
early andlatey taking rest during six days 
of the week, are unwilling to allow them^ 



selves, their servant 9, or their cattle, any 
rest on the seventh. Sunday is with some 
the day on which the accounts in trade. o£ 
the foregoing week arc 1 balanced, and newj 
arrangements settled; J look upon- this to 
be as great a profanation of iheJSabbath, as 
if they were em ployed- In i manual * labour: 
their hearts are as much wedded tit tlic 
world on that as on any other ..day/ of-: the 
week;! Others, especially in large mahu- 
factuiing towns, • follow their occupations 
privately,' or exercise publicly on the roads 
of the kingdom, and in the . face of the 
magistrates, their ordinary callings on the 
Lord's Day, without molestation or re* 
st rain t. This is a scandalous, practice^ 
which has> within these few years, been 
suffered to prevail in md&y.parts :of the 
kingdom. There is no need of any new law 
to restrain it ; there wants only a proper 
execution of the old ones ; for our Ances* 
tors had more veneration fori the Sabbath 
than we have^and made/nore provisionsitor 
its due observation than we are disposed to 
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put in force. Men may plead, in excuse for 
this enormity! the advantage of expedition 
in conveying goods and passengers from one 
place to anothet, and the general convc* 
nitneo of trade : bat when the trade of a 
country is suffered to destroy all sense nf 
religion in its inhabitants ; when the love 
of riohesbdoomes the governing principle 
of individuals, and riches are coveted, in 
order to administer to the flagitious luxury 
and negligent impiety of large bodies of 
mm,*— as surety as there is a God who 
governs the earth, so surely that nation is 
hastening to iis rain. But leaving that 
matter to the consideration of those whom 
it may concern, my business at present is 
to wars you, as an individual, against con- 
tritHitm* Your share to the eviL Let not 
the love et iht world choke in your mind 
the gped seed of nrhvron. fie moderate in 
«mr decile* at><r wcilta* contented with 
lWM**b> £*utt *a xour oauiey ; jund grudge 
a»t tW cu»p\**u^ e\«y seventh day in 
WI«iUm^! to \YdKvra* &ct:aer t*iy dbunr # 
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nor in iny 4 degree uncertain, and infinitely 
more important than any you can have here. 
The wealth you acquire here can do your- 
self little good, for the enjoyments it c&tt 
procure you are quite imaginary ; and it- 
may not d6 your children any good at all* 
Your care may be the occasion of their 
having no cafe ; they may squander, with 
thoughtless prodigality, what you have; 
gathered with disgraceful parsimony : antf 
this is still more likely to be the miserabfe 
event of all your labour; if you have, for tift 
sake of getting Wealth, either been dishonest 
in your dealing. with men* or negligent $K 
your duty to God; for th&re istrtitfr in th« 
old observation} which says,*— thatill^gai ten 
wealth is soon spent. - An mkwuncv itutif 
be gotten hastily at the » beginnings ii&> thti 
end thereof shall not be Messed?-"** 'I'-i ^-^J 
Id this world, provision niay- be *easofiK 
ably made for your well-being whilst you 
pass through it ; but none ought to be made 
for your staging in it. The foUy of maiK 

1 Prtn »• £!• :.'.;:. 
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kind . is Jn nothing more u&p&oflwtable, 
tfctu in their living hen&.as if thqy were 
always to live herfr They reason: very wett 
qgpcerning a part of their existence, b^t ill 
concerning the whole of it, They pUnt a 
afld they build, adding hou#e to houses anil 
field to fipld, : for a temporary accenmpd** 
tip); but, they neglect the cultivation of, 
fcj* fy 9 parity, and temperance, the Jufean* 
feggs. of which are ev^U^ing, There is 
m&MgbX ift .which tjmjjiorld wy tejn&tly 

■ 

flamed highly jnpportaaVrit is, the Sehool 
W jffbich we «e to b* educated, for Heape* j 
l#4.W£,t>e€QnK gui^y of , grf at frUy when 
*fe VXtHt itii* any .fttber tight* . r 

n -H^;Vrfe0.^PU*fd(^§ bll»* If St. J>J*Ctd i» 

^.WflfMM.«rd«( tq take hia pl^urem 
**.>*Ufc sj^-ftgkth&i ii* $>ywv neither 
great nor lasting*, *\The acosual appetite is 
dMtrgyed* and : producer piiseiy instead of 
happiness, if it be;i*ofe.kept wittta the 
atttqteac bound* of federation ; and if it 
he. properly restrained, ttUl the pleasure 
it affords is much lessened, if not wholly 
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annihilated, by the diseise afy#lfcbtfity *>f 
enjoyment incident Jto old agfc^If he be 
bent on amassing wealth, he will hatt Hi* 
labour, because he must leave it to themak 
that ihuli be after him, whether he ^jk'mwise 
man or a JbelS If he be ambitious of ao 
quiring rank in society, and desirous of tram* 
mi t ting his. honours to his posterity, he can* 
not but see the nothingness of bis pursuit^' 
when he reflects, that a few revolving agttf 
will bury m utter oblivion the memory of 
himself, of his posterity y am) probably of his 
country: or if a greater permarience should 
attend his civil pre-eminence, than- the or» 
binary course of human affairs entitles him 
to expect, yet he must know, that, las td r 
himself, there wtil be an absolute end of it l 
ma very short time; and he carnbot But * 
have his apprehensions that his posterity 
may be neither more virtuous, nor more 
happy, for the distinction to which he has 
raised them. Thus, every pursuit of* man* 
which has not a tendency to improve fc& " 

1 EccL ii, !€♦ 
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ncioral dulKoiHtiotiy to render him pious, so- 
ber, bdd^olent, and fit for Heaven^ i^ in 
strict truth, mere vanity. Yet ,ia not life 
itself &vain> thing, nor ought it 4® be de- 
spised -by any one, hour tnnch soevter he may 
-despises the general labours of iAankind, 
as a gift unworthy of God;. Nq; this 
life ra^fr greair blessings inasmuch : as; it is in 
jttelf a source of comfort to us here; but 
especially as it is the fibt link of a chain 
by which we may, if we think fit so to do, 
ascend info the highest Heaven. . Con- 
sidered in this manner, life appears to be of 
*he utmoatf possible consequence. All com- 
plaints of tte vanity must ctase in the mind 
of him whose heart is penetrated with- this 
plain and* certain truth,—- that an the use 
he makes of . this life, ■ his everlasting con- 
dition,- as -to happiness or misery, entirely 
and. irreversibly depends. 
> i. You will form a wroug notion of Hea- 
vens, if you copsider it. as. a place 1 which 
Gpd'p goodness nwiy put you in possession 
of, without youc having previously acquir- 
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ed a disposition to enjoy it God is un- 
dpubt?diy very good ; and I wish you always 
to look up to him as to a gracious and 
merciful Being, who hath no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked ; but the declara- 
tions of Scripture, which denounce everlast- 
ing destruction on those who continue in 
unrighteousness, are express and frequent 
God wisheth that all men should be saved ; 
but he hath nowhere, said that he will 
work a miracle to save any man, by chan- 
ging his disposition ; and without an holy 
disposition, it is impossible that you should 
see God, or partake of the good things 
which he hath prepared for those that love 
him* It ought to be the one great busi- 
ness of your life to acquire this disposition ; 
all otber pursuits are but as the dust of the 
balance, when compared with the weight 
of this : and this is an object which may 
be aimed at with equal hopes of success 
by men in every condition of life. You 
day pot have as good a chance as your 
neighbour hath of becoming wealthy, 

r 
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powerful, or learned ; but you have the 
same opportunity that he hath of following 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness: of these virtues you 
may certainly acquire as great a portion as 
he c^n ; and without these, wealth, power, 
and learning, will be of no use to you; 
they will not procure you admittance into 
Heaven ; they will not enable you to lay 
hold on eternal life. 

God is equally good to us in his threat- 
tilings and in his promises. By his Pro* 
mises, he incites us to the practice of such 
virtues as are absolutely necessary to render 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints of light ; > and, by his Threaten- 
ing!, he warns us to avoid such a course of 
action, such a temper of mind, as will, of 
natural consequence, exclude us from Hea- 
ven* xJL father of a family cannot explain 
young children the nature of all the 
|uences which will attend their ac- 
; yet^ out of goodness to them, he 

•Col. Lie. 
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threatens them with punishment for lying, 
swearing, cruelty, obstinacy, impiety, be- 
cause he foresees that these vices will be 
utterly inconsistent with their happiness, 
when they arrive at man's estate. The 
universal Father, in like manner, we may 
believe; cannot explain to us, in this first 
stage of our existence, the nature of ail the. 
consequences which will naturally attend a. 
wicked course of life ; yet, out of infinite 
mercy to us, he threatens us with punish* 
ment in another world for every sin com?, 
imtted in this ; because he foresees that au. 
habit of sinning will unfit us for the parti* 
cipation of Heaven, and fatally plungfe us 
into irretrievable misery. Thus, all our 
actions have tendencies beyond the present 
scene ; their moral influence is, in the order 
of nature, certain and everlasting. 

Think seriously of this matter ; have your 
conversation in Heaven;* walk by faith/ 
set your affections on things above, not on 
things below? except so far as to make things 

1 Phil. iii. 20. * 2 Cor. v. 7. 3 Col. iii. 2. 
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below instruments of your attaining tilings 
above. Remember for what purpose you 
were born ; through the whole of life look 
at its epd ; and consider, when that comes, in ? 
what will you put your trust ; — not in the 
bubble of worldly vanity, it will be broken, 
—not in worldly pleasures, they will be 
gone,— ^not in great connexions, they can- 
Hot serve you,— not in wealth, you cannot 
Carry it with you,— not m rank, in the grave 
there is no distinction, —not in the reccdfee* 
tidtt of a life spent in a giddy eonforihity to 
the silly fashions of a thoughtless and wick* 1 
ed ttartd, but m that of a fife spent tobeify, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world* 
• There is no caution more necessary to 
be given yon, than that you be not con- 
formed to the world ; that you do not esteem 
every practice innocent which you ' see 
sanctified by example ; but that you make 
it your study to find out and walk in that 
narrow path, by how few soever you may 
see it frequented, which will certainly lead 

'Tit.ii. 12. 
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you to Heaven. Men in general are very 
cold and negligent in their piety, much 
given to sensuality, and wholly occupied 
in the trifling concern* of this mortal life: 
you must endeavour not to be carried away 
with the stream, <no£ to' follow even a mul- 
titude to destruction, but to imitate persons 
of better judgment. There are some in 
every country who live under a constant 
sense of their duty to God ; who practise 
self-government j who consider themselves 
as grangers- en earth, sitting loose to < its 
connexions,, and r aspiring after heaven as 
their only good. These are the persons 
whose company you should covet, whose 
example you should follow; you will see in 
them gentleness, patience, goodness, hea- 
venly-mindedness,— all those Christian vir- 
tues by the practice of which they haveSon 
earth a foretaste of Heaven, peace of mind, 
good-will of men,< and a just confidence in 
God. Be not you slothful, but a follower of 
them who, through faith and patience } inherit 
the promises* 

1 Ilcb. vi. 1?. 
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I judge it needless to give you any di- 
rection as to your conduct towards your 
parents or relations, towards your superiors 
or Equals, towards those in general with 
Whom you may be connected, either by the 
iittural ti& *>f blood, or by the instituted! 
reiatmns of civil society; for you know very 
Well your duty in these points ; and if you 
will but act according to* your knowledge^ 
aH will go well with you. I say you know 
your duty as a child, a* a subject, as an 
apprentice, or an hired servant, and as a 
neighbour : for I presume you have learned 
your Catechism ; and the answer which is 
given in it to the question~what is thy 
duty towatds thy neighbour— explains in 
such a clear a*ul 'concise maimer th* seve* 
rdl branches of your duty, in whatever 
situation you may be placed in the world, 
that it would be superfluous to say any thing 
in addition to what is there delivered. I 
have only to desire yon to keep that answer 
always in your memory, and to act in con- 
formity to it* Think not, because you were 
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made* tp repeat that Aotavgr :wkm you 
were a child, in the presence of thos6 who 
taught you your Catechism, that it is a 
childish thing, and may be forgotten by 
you when you are grown up : on the coo* 
trary, you will do- weHto repeat U every 
night of your life, with a due attention to 
the importance of every part of it j and .to 
repent of and amend, your •conduct, if any 
of jour actions in the preceding day has 
been in contradiction to it. This; prac- 
tice, if persevered in, will have a very he* 
neficial effect on your temper and behavi- 
our through life. . . , 
There is a failing,, not uncommonly met 
with amongst- young persons who hare 
been piously and soberly educated) against 
which I must caution you* It consists in 
their being so afraid of ihe censure of the 
world, or, more properly speaking, of the 
ridicule of the most wicked and fooliah 
part of the world, as to be asbamed of being 
thought virtuous and religious. . Having 
received principles of piety f benevolence, 
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and self-government, from their parents, 
and finding, when they are pushed into the 
world, that they are often laughed at for 
their chastity, their temperance, their pa- 
tience under insults, o^ their devotion, they 
pretend to be guilty of vices which, they 
really avoid, ami affect to conceal or disguise 
virtues which they really practise. It is 
not unusual to, hear them scoffing at reli- 
gion, lest tihey should be thought enthu* 
siasts ; boasting of a fiery and resentful tern* 
per, lest they should be deemed cowards; 
insinuating a shameful intercourse with 
abandoned women, lest they should not be 
esteemed men of gallantry.; swearing at 
every word,' that they may be looked upom 
as men of spirit; and abusing the frequent* 
efs of .public worship as hypocrites, lest 
they themselves should incur the imputa* 
tion of being superstitious. And ail this is 
done by them in direct opposition to their 
own conscience : they inwardly tremble 
at the - terrors of the Gospel ; and, for a 
time at Least, till they become hardened 
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in sin, they secretly implore pardon of the 
Almighty for their open profaneneis. But 
to young men of this disposition! and to all 
others, of Whatever age, who, from a false 
shatne, aiid fear of the world's censure, dare 
not publicly profess their belief m the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, dare not act upA& 
what they think right, there is a short de- 
claration made by our Saviour himself, 
which they would dt well seriously to eoii*- 
skier, Whosoever sh&U be ashamed of me tmif 
of my word*, in thi* adulterous and sittfuf 
generation, of him also shall the Son of Man 
be ashamed vrhen he come* 'h in the Glory of 
his Father* 

There Are some other sources of vanity, 
besides worldly grandeur or wealth, agait&t 
which you should be on y*ur guard ; but/ 
as they are not of a very general nature; 
and may probably apply to the case of few 
only, I shall but just mention them. A 
mean the vanity arising from ambition and 
learning. . To be ambitious of distinction 

* Mftik viii. 38. ' ' ' * 
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in the world, is a commendable quajity, 
"when it excites men to the performance c£ 
illustrious actions for the benefit of human 
kind. , But this ambition is sp $?hj<Hn direct- 
ed to its proper end, and is so little scrupu- 
lous in the choice of the means which it 
employs for the accomplishment of its pur- 
pose, that it frequently ruins the morals of 
those who are actuated by it; and thud, 
for the pleasure of being lifted up for a 

« 

moment above the, common level df man- 
kind, of .being made a spectacle for silly 
people* to admire and applaud,, of having 
llw.eacustUQ^d.with the senseless Rojse of 
popularity, many a man has forfeited \ his 
character with the wise and good, and 
inflicted wounds on his conscience, which 
the balft. <rfil altering dependants can never 
h$aLt, -■ j » . ■ ■ 

■The love of learning itself is pot to be 
gratified ^beyond a : certain limitr It must 
not be indulged to the injury of your 
health, nor. to the hindrance of your vir- 
tue ; of that virtue which is employed in 
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discharging the duties of your station with 
firmness and activity • What will the &me 
derived from' the profoundest learning avail 
you, if yoii have not learned to : be pious, 
and humble, and temperate, and charitable? 
Your wisdom is nothing worth, unless ydu 
are wise in working out your saltdtibn; 

your res&fches into- the depths' of phi to- 

r ... 

iOphy are but the triflings of an idle mind} 

• • • 

unless they teach you .to search out Go<£ 
to adore his inscrutable perfections, and to 
regulate all your conduct ill obedience to 
his will. If the condition of i your parents 
is such, as enables? them to' give you-*a 
learned Education, it will be a shame for 
you to disappoint their hopes by idleness 
and profligacy. You must use diligence in 
acquiring all the knowledge you can 1 of 
such branches of study as you shall be di- 
rected to cultivate; but you must not suffer 
the praises you hear bestowed on learning 
to induce you to believe that' there is fco* 
thing 1 tiiore exctUeht as a-ifa&ltettioAfflAr 
piety is nibre ekfcfell&it; sois'b^evolehce^sb 
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is sobriety, sp is every virtue which adorns 
a Christian. You must not let your know- 
ledge puff you up with vanity, -ijbr thei$ 
can be no cause for your presumption* 
You may know a little more than those 
who have not befen instructed as well a£ 
you bftve beefy ox than those whom Gpcl 
hath not favoured with as good, talents as 
]pe hath given you ; hut those -wjvo know 
the; most of any subject* kn$w so little pf it, 
that their knowledge is to then* only a nxxre 
convincing proof than other men have of 

m 

the great apd general weakness ; of the huv 
gian understanding. If you? knowledge 
produces that reflection in you, instead, of 
vanity, its fruit will be humility ; and if it 
does not produce it, it deceives you. 

To all the motives by which . I have en* 
<]eavoured to stir up your mind to thq prac- 
tice of religious duties, I wjU add one more; 
and it is $ motive of such vast weight, that 
if it {irodpqes; ; nq efl^ct; in you, I shall tie- 
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would sqftf%,tke obduracy of your heart? 
for you murttta young as you ate, either 
hardened thfjwigh the , deceitfulness of sin/ 
or corrupted Jpy the influence of worldlyt 
custom, or ruined by a neglected educar 
tipn. . The motive I mean is,— a Judgment 
to come. If there was to be an end of alL 
when there is an end of life, you would be 
in some measure at liberty to make your 
choice between virtue and vice ; and though 
you would make a bad choice in, preferring 
impiety, injustice, and debauchery, as prin- 
ciples of conduct, before the fear of God, 
honesty, and sobriety; yet, as the effects of 
your bad choice would terminate with your 
life, your folly might admit some excuse* 
But this is not the case : the end of this 
mortal life, is the beginning of one which 
will haye no end : you roust lead an eternal 
life in another world, whether you desire 
to do it or not. Have you ever seriously 
thought how long this future life will last ? 
Yea, you will tell me, you know it will 
last for ever. You answer right j but have 

t 



y<ta weigtord the importaridtfof the w6rd-«* 
ITKtt P It is a.little word, diidf sottr paisfe* 
tfre lips; but the* largest ca^city > catmot 
ffHYjn ' e©mprehefcd ; its rateaitiftg,' ' Crtbpsart* 
towith a thousand, or WiriHfctt th^nsahfl; ^ 
\*ith ten times ten hundred thdusarid yeattf, 
ahd you will find 1 the longest period 1 yod 
csm imagine, to be so greatly exceeded by 
it, a* to be absolutely na part: of it at afL A 
gram of sand is a part of the earth, a drop of 
^ter is a part of thcoceitr; but the greatest 
mttiber ef years : is tio part of eternity. 
This consideration is Wonderful in itself: 
but it becomes inexpressibly interesting, 
when you know that nottunjgless than this 
eternity wiH be the measure of the length; 
erf your future life. Hbw \kmld yftu wisfr 
to spend this endlesi tife? Therfe is no 
cfoabt you will say^— happily. Gbd fa vfery 
good' t? you ; he \\ii prdvided J for ybu 
nteatis of happiness in Hie other Wotld fir 
Exceeding any thfought yoti cari' femp of* 
t&igtai in this ; but this haptpiness Will not bis- 
<yrt**e youfs till you havfe stood your trial; 



and the issue of that trial may be, not hap- 
.pin^s, but misery ; misery in degree un- 
speakable* in duration endless !. But pej- 
h#ps you l>ope that, when you are brought 
to. your trial, the mercy of God will par- 
don your .sin throi}gh the merits of Jesus 
Christ Alas ! die very best of men, those 
; wl)Q fya-ve spent, their who|e lyres in piety, 
righteousness, sflf-gQvsrmnent, and con- 
.tewpt.af the world, will be obliged to rest 
aH their hopes of Ovation on that Ground; 

<*$& if rf**. mhtWW&anety & ^ed, whwfi 

>^#/#e^^ Jf 

. #kms .r^ft^tip|i3 , ift. jicknoss, aftd a f*w 

^rfo\vful sighs whm^en pan sin no mace, 

432*14 .\s#y€ ' thew ttaqugk the spent*. $f 

~GkfkX> he bhpsfilf WPuW «* have <s*id,Tr 

StwHisthtgrt^wrfwrrmM (be path wbith 

leadeth unto Ufe, ttn£ fw \tfae be thctf fittf 

it 9 * — for every man might find it; the 

whole world might walk in it ; it would 

be broad enough to admit mefc ; staggering 

with excess qf wine? tattering mih the dv- 

1 1 PeUte i 0. ■'* ; * Matt, vifc 14.. * I Pet. iv. 3. 
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eases of lasciviousness, bloated by ambi- 
tion, blinded by avarice, encumbered by 
viees of every kind. If the righteousness 
of Christ is to be so imputed to mankind, 
ihat it will save them who have done no- 
thing to save themselves, our present life 
%oukl not be represented in Scripture as a 
iiktrfare, a race, a combat, in which we must 
fight against the flesh, the world, and the 
'Hevil; for we might, on that supposition, 
ite the fast friends of them all through life, 
itotl-yet '-be saved at Mrtie- end of It . But, 
tittle ckUdnh, let fw man deceive j/bit} he 
■that doefih rightedtiinessis rigki&eus. 1 Nei- 
tfWjbrrtktitorsi Horidototors, nor adulterers, 
nor iffethitSnie, nor abusers' of themselves with 
-mankind/ nor thieves, H»r'tei9eM§sy'^'di^i^» 
fyrtts, kor, r&vikm, < mrvtftoriktyofo, shall ik- 
% keritihekingibmof\Gad^ ; ■"..,■ 

-i*I have now 1 :given ydu, in as plain a 
Tnaitnei' aft I coutcl, my advice on some of 
tl* most important points that can possibly 
engage the Attention of -any human beings 



There is littl* in what*! hate Written which 
is above your onto prehension at present, 
nothing undeserving yottr 1 attention 1 at any 
time: I hope you wiH not read negligently, 
what I hate written faithfully, and with a 
sincere desire to serve your best interests* 
You must not consider this address as a 
matter of course, which may be once read, 
and forgotten for ev^rV I hope it will be 
read often, and remembered always* I 
h^e%een«t sbme- trouble in stepping out 
of the ordinary way, that I might prevail 
upon you, who are placed in the midst of a 
crooked aftd ! perverse generation, to set out 
and persevere in the right way. Long 
before you will have attained the full vi* 
gour of your age, I shall, probably, be 
called to render an account of my labours. 
Oh! that I may then have the comfort of 
knowing, that this my zeal for your sal- 
vation has not been without its use! May 
the very God of Peace sanctify you wholly : 
and I pray God your whole spirit, and soui> 
and body 4 lie preserved IbUrptlw unto the com* 



togvfwr IrfrdJ^^Qhritf'vfhzxi the Tnm* 
jltf shflll pound 'and the dead shqll be raised > 
W,befl the ,$f#te of ; every incjividua), and of 
J9u ; aad me piuong the rest, shall be fixed 
for ^vesr and ^vcr. ...*-, 
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Your tyi&fal ^erv^t in jfow.ChrtfVu 
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